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nor masculine, but generally in the nominative and
accusative only.

Grammatical gender, therefore, though it helps very
powerfully in the later process of poetical mythology,
is not the real motive power. That motive power is
inherent in the very nature of language and thought.
Man has vocal signs for his own acts, he discovers
similar acts in the outward world, and he grasps,
he lays hold, he comprehends the various objects of
his outward world by the same vocal signs. He
never dreams at first, because the river is called a
defender, that therefore the river has legs, and arms,
and weapons of defence; or that the moon, because
he divides and measures the sky, is a carpenter.
Much of this misunderstanding will arise at a later
time. At present, we move as yet in much lower
strata of thought.

Auxiliary verbs.

We imagine that language is impossible without
sentences, and that sentences are impossible without
the copula. This view is both right and wrong. If
we mean by sentence what it means, namely an
utterance that conveys a sense, then it is right: if
we mean that it is an utterance consisting of several
words, a subject, and a predicate, and a copula, then
it is wrong. The mere imperative is a sentence;
every form of the verb may be a sentence. What
we now call a noun was originally a kind of sen-
tence, consisting of the root and some so-called suffix,
which pointed to something of which that root was
predicated. So again, when there is a subject and
a predicate, we may say that a copula is understood,